
Covid-19: Written Answer Reports 
Week beginning 7th September 2020 

9/9/2020 

Linda Fabiani (East Kilbride) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish 

Government what action it is taking to support childminders who have been unable 

to access financial support through current support schemes. (S5W-31666) 

Maree Todd: Childminders have played an important role throughout the 

pandemic, many remained open to support critical childcare for key workers and 

vulnerable children. The challenges faced during this period, by those who 

remained open and those who closed, are not underestimated. 

The Scottish Government recognises that some childminders have not been able to 

access financial support through other routes. 

That is why the Scottish Government is providing additional funding of £390,000 to 
the Scottish Childminding Association (SCMA) for an extension of the Childminding 
Workforce Support Fund which initially opened for applications in July 2020. This 
includes covering the costs of administering the fund up to £60,000. 

Th funding will offer grants of £350 to eligible childminders who are experiencing 

hardship as a result of the Covid-19 pandemic. 

The Scottish Government remains committed to ensuring that childminders are a 

valued and ever stronger part of Team ELC. To ensure, as we progress in the 

recovery, that the challenges childminders face are recognised we will continue to 

take action collaboratively to strengthen their future position. To that end, we will 

also be bringing forward a detailed Scottish Government action plan focussed on 

achieving that goal. 

10/9/2020 

Iain Gray (East Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 

what ongoing monitoring it will undertake of school pupils’ general wellbeing and 

the impact of (a) the use of face coverings, as recommended by WHO, and (b) 

other COVID-19 mitigation measures. (S5W-31509) 

John Swinney: We are working with partners to monitor implementation of the 

agreed guidance carefully. The Health and Safety Executive have carried out 500 

initial telephone sample checks and schools have achieved over 80% compliance 

rate. The HSE will be undertaking follow up visits where there are any areas of 

concern. 

 

We seek regular feedback from partners via the Education Recovery Group about 

the experiences of pupils and staff in schools, and the way in which our guidance 

is being implemented in schools. Where there is a need to take action, either by 

updating our guidance or ensuring it is being given practical effect, we will work 

with partners to do so. 

 

Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To 

ask the Scottish Government what support and guidance it is giving to education 

authorities to provide to pupils regarding the safe use of face coverings in 

schools. (S5W-31518) 



John Swinney: The World Health Organisation issued new advice on face 

coverings on 21 August. After consideration by the Advisory Sub-Group, and 

following consultation with teachers and local authorities, our advice was updated 

on 25 August. Paragraphs 79 to 92 of the updated guidance offer advice on the 

safe use of face coverings in schools. 

 

The guidance has been updated to note that face coverings should (unless 

exemptions apply) be worn by adults and young people in secondary schools when 

moving about the school in corridors and communal areas, where physical 

distancing is particularly difficult to maintain. They should be worn on school 

transport by everyone over the age of 5. Anyone (whether child, young person or 

adult) wishing to wear a face covering in school should be permitted to do so. 

 

We seek regular feedback from partners via the Education Recovery Group about 

the experiences of pupils and staff in schools, and the way in which our guidance is 

being implemented in schools. Where there is a need to take action, either by 

updating our guidance or ensuring it is being given practical effect, we will work with 

partners to do so. 

 
Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): 

To ask the Scottish Government what online teaching provision it is 

implementing for children who have to self-isolate at home due to COVID-19 

symptoms. (S5W-31543) 

John Swinney: Responsibility for arranging learning for children who have to self- 

isolate sits with the child’s school. Local authorities have a range of arrangements in 

place to support an online teaching option as part of this provision. 

 

In recognition of the need to further strengthen the options available to schools, 

Scottish Government and Education Scotland are working with local government 

partners to support the development of these options and to ensure that schools 

can access an enhanced range of options for online learning during 2020/21. 

 

One aspect of this work is the e-learning national partnership project involving 
Scottish Government, ADES and Education Scotland. For example, e-Sgoil – the 

online teaching provision based in Comhairle nan Eilean Siar (Western Isles 

Council) - is widening access to online lessons across a range of subjects, 

augmenting the work of classroom teachers across the country. In August, e-Sgoil 

announced a package of free, live, interactive online study webinars for senior 

phase pupils starting 7th September. Twenty courses are on offer at National 5 

and Higher level, in a range of subjects including Art, Business Management, 

Chemistry, Computing Science, English, French, Gaelic, History, Mandarin, Maths, 

Music, Physics, Religious education and Spanish. Education Scotland are working 

with e-Sgoil to develop a further offer across primary P5-P7 and S1-S3 age 

groups. Further detail on this e-Sgoil Broad General Education offer will follow, 

with additional information on the new national partnership offer available at: 
 

https://education.gov.scot/education-scotland/news-and-events/new-

partnership- offer-to-improve-availability-of-online-learning-across-scotland/ 



 
In addition, schools can access additional support from within their local authority 

or from their Regional Improvement Collaborative (RICs were set up by Scottish 

Government to support improvement and collaboration across local authority 

areas). One example is the West Partnership region which is launching its Online 

School in September, providing a further offer of teacher led lessons. In the initial 

development phase, the West Partnership aims to collate short, quality assured 

video lessons covering the entire 3-18 curriculum. These will also be available 

nationally for those who wish to access the lessons from other local authority 

areas. 
 

https://blogs.glowscotland.org.uk/glowblogs/STEMcentralinmotion/2020/09/01/west

- partnership-online-school/ 

 

Live or recorded online lessons should be one part of a mix of learning activities; a 

mix which can include "offline" learning tasks as well as other forms of digital and 

online learning via the Glow national online learning platform. Since the end of 

March 2020, Education Scotland have increased the volume of online learning and 

teaching materials, and have enhanced the overall provision available to schools. 

As a further aspect to its national offer, Education Scotland's new Scotland Learns 

resource provides additional learning at home activities and ideas to complement 

any online learning and offline learning provided by the school. Further information 

on Scotland Learns is available at: 
 

https://education.gov.scot/improvement/scotland-learns/ 
 
Schools can also access additional digital learning resources from a variety of third 

sector and community learning organisations. 

 
It is important too that teachers have the skills and confidence required to support 

pupils with online learning. In order to address this need, Education Scotland 

provides a range of professional development opportunities for teachers’ digital 

learning and teaching. Further advice and support is available to schools via their 

local authority and their RIC. 
Scottish Government is committed to tackling digital exclusion amongst 

disadvantaged children and young people through its £25m investment in devices 

and connectivity. Funding allocations for devices and connectivity have been made 

to all 32 local authorities who are now in the process of ordering equipment to 

address local needs. We expect that around 70,000 devices and 18,000 

connectivity solutions will be provided to disadvantaged children and young people 

across the country in the coming weeks and months. 
 

Finally, advice and support to parents on how to support their children’s learning at 

home is available via the Parent Club website at: 

https://www.parentclub.scot/articles/helping-your-child-home-and-blended-learning 

 
 
. 

http://www.parentclub.scot/articles/helping-your-child-home-and-blended-learning


 

11/9/2020 

Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To 

ask the Scottish Government when parent and toddler groups will be permitted to 

restart on an indoor basis, and whether specific guidance will be issued. (S5W-

31516) 

Maree Todd: Provisional guidance for the safe running of organised activities for 

children and young people under 18 was published on 1 September. 

Subject to final review by Health Protection Scotland (part of Public Health 
Scotland), it will be updated within the next week. It does include indoor toddler 

groups that adults have to attend. Organisers should consult the guidance to 

ensure that they meet the necessary requirements. 

 
Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To 

ask the Scottish Government, subject to their compliance with the relevant safety 

guidelines, whether the Health Protection (Coronavirus) (Scotland) Regulations 

2020 permit parent-toddler groups to organise outdoor gatherings and activities. 

(S5W-31517) 

Maree Todd: Provisional guidance for the safe running of organised activities for 

children and young people under 18 was published on 1 September. 

Subject to final review by Health Protection Scotland (part of Public Health 

Scotland), it will be updated within the next week. Organisers should also consult 

the guidance: Staying Safe and protecting others to ensure that they 

meet the necessary requirements. 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 


